
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

  

This weekend we encounter in our gospel reading from Matthew the familiar passage of the 

Beatitudes.  Blessed are the poor, the meek, the lowly. . . 

  

As Jesus was teaching, undoubtedly, there were many that had gathered to listen to Him that 

were experiencing depths of poverty, poverty that ranges from monetary poverty to poverty of 

spirit and soul.  There were those that were experiencing great loss and were mourning, 

mourning the freedoms that they did not have and that were not available to them, mourning the 

loss of loved ones 

  

There were also those that were striving to bring mercy, peace and justice into the world.  There 

were those that were striving to live just lives and trying to treat others with justice to bring 

peace to those that have no peace.  But, as we know they were not able to make the impact that 

they were seeking and may have thought, what is the point? 

  

As we hear the Beatitudes this weekend many of us find ourselves facing many of the same 

struggles.  We too are often poor in many different ways.  Maybe not always financially poor, 

but certainly emotionally or spiritually poor.  Maybe we have lost someone that we have loved 

and are mourning, or maybe we are mourning the loss of an ideal or a certain chapter in our 

lives.  Maybe we are seeking after peace, in our communities, our parish, our families, maybe in 

our own lives.  

  

Wherever we find ourselves today, the message that Jesus presents to us is clear.  These struggles 

that we have and that we are enduring, will only last a short time.  This is not the end, we are not 

bound to struggle with the issues forever.  They will pass and in the end, we will be blessed, 

because our Lord Jesus promises something greater that is indeed on the way.  

  

But, I also want to add, we are blessed now!  We are indeed following and living the life that our 

God has set before us.  It will not be easy and our lives come with many struggles.  But in the 

end, we are doing what is right and sometimes doing what is right, will not necessary bring us 

joy or comfort now.  It will draw us to something that is eternal and nothing else on this earth 

can give us that.  True peace and blessing only comes from our one true God, the true God that 

loves each one of us and calls us His own. 

  

Speaking of blessings. . . last weekend we were blessed as a parish to celebrate the First 

Reconciliation for our children that are preparing to receive the Body and Blood of Christ for the 

first time this coming May.  Their sins were washed away and they are now one step closer to 

joining us at the Table of the Lord.  Please be sure to keep them in prayer.    I am also grateful 

for Fr. Ralph, OSB of Mt. Angel Abbey and Fr. Don Buxman and Fr. Arjie Garcia for helping 

out that afternoon and thanks to Ms. Violet Franco and Mrs. Laura Larsen for coordinating this 

event.  Also keep our confirmation students, RCIA Candidates and Catechumens in prayer as 

they continue to prepare for the Sacraments of Initiation. 

  

Finally, I would like to take a moment to invite you all over to our St. Francis School open house 

this Sunday (today) January 29 after the 10:30 am Mass to check out our Parish School.  I know 



that there are many of you that have not had the opportunity to see our awesome school facility 

and I would like to invite you to take a moment and come over this Sunday.  Also, I want to 

especially invite those that may have school children or know of school children that might be 

interested in our school to come and check it out.  I am proud to say that we have an awesome 

teaching staff that provides an excellent Catholic Education to our Children.  We also have an 

awesome group of parents that grounds our school with a strong sense of community and they 

are waiting to welcome you to our parish school family! 

  

Have a blessed week!!  Fr. James 


